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^\2o MAY 1961 


Governor 
State of New York 
Albany, New York 

Dear Nelson: 

Thank yon for your kin# note of 12 May aboat the 
Governor*' Conference Civil Defenee Committee. I am 
you feltt I waa able to contribute to It. Your generous 
comments about Bob Amor y' a briefing have boon called 
to his attention. 

1 am enclosing some data Soviet civil 

defense activities which I trust will be of some value 
at year conference next mepih. U you use any of i-h*** 

X suggest you indicate that it la compiled from unctaesifi* 
sources, official end unofficial. 


Best regards. 


Sincerely, 


Alien W. Dulls* 
Director 


Enclosure 

"Civil Defense Air Raid Shelters in USSR (datdd 5/22/61) 
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22 May 1961 


Civil Defame and Air Raid Shelters in the USSR 

1. The Soviet Union has developed a substantial civil defense 
program. 

2. According to one estimate, the USSR is currently spending 
more than $500. 000, 000 per year on civil defense. (& large part of 
ibis would represent shelter construction. ) 

3. Air raid shelters, offering varying degrees of protection, 
axe being buHt everywhere in the USSR anger a program started 
ten years ago. 

4. In Soviet cities, the most widespread type of shelter is that 
which is located in the basements of masonry buildings -- factories, 
public offices, and apartment houses. 

5. It has been reported that all new Soviet buildings must contain 
air raid shelters. 

d* Soviets have ruled out the use of basements which are not 
specially prepared for civil defense use. 

7. According to official Soviet publications, fully prepared 
basement air raid shelters must be beat resistant, able to withstand 
the complete collapse of the building above, must be filter-ventilated, 
snd gas-tight, and supplied with first-aid and emergency equipment. 
Soviet citiaena are told they may have to remain In the shelters for 
nrnay days. 

8. The use of Soviet shelters for storage purposes has been 
permitted in the paet. However, a 1959 civil defense manual contained 
m statement. "All shelters must be maintained in constant readiness 
for use (even) in time of peace. " 

9. Additional shelters are provided in the form of subways and 
detached public shelters built in open areas. 
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Civil Defense knd Air Raid Shelters in the USSR 

1. The Soviet UnioJ^ has developed a substantial civil defense 
program. 

‘/Aw 2 ‘ Accord ing to one Estimate, the USSB' is currently spending 
.hetw^n $500, 000, 000 year on civil defense. 

[A large part of this would, represent shelter construction.] 

3. Air raid shelters, coffering vanning degrees of protection, 
are being built everywhere in the US^m. under a program started 
ten years ago. 

4. In Soviet cities, the rAos^wide spread type of shelter is that 
which is located in the basements of masonry buildings -- factories, 
public offices, and apartmenmnouses. 

5. It has been reporte^l that all new Soviet buildings must contain 

air raid shelters. ' ' 

6. Soviets have rufed out thk use of basements which are not 
specially prepared fc^/ civil defense use. 

7. According official Soviet publications, fully prepared 
basement air raid/ shelters must be heat resistant, able to withstand 
the complete col/apse of the building above, must be filter- ventilated, 
and gas-tight, ^nd supplied with first-aid and emergency equipment. 
Soviet citizen^ are told they may h^ive to remain in the shelters for 
many days. 

8. The/ use of Soviet shelters for storage purposes has been 
permitted/in the past. However, a 1959 civil defense manual con- 
tained th.d statement, "All shelters must be maintained in constant 
readiness for use [even] in time of peace. " 

9. /Additional shelters are provided in the form of subways and 
detached public shelters built in open areas. 
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Nelson A. Rockefeller 

Governor 


State of New York 
Executive Chamber 
Albany 


May 12, 1961 


Dear Allen: 


Tnis is just a brief note to express to you my 
grateful thanks for responding so warmly to my request for 
your help in briefing the members of our Governors' Conference 
Civil Defense Committee. With your particularly crowded 
schedule these days, it was good of you indeed to be so 
generous to us. 


ihe frank rundown you gave us Monday evening 
together with the superb briefing by Bob Amory on Tuesday, 
provided just the background I was hoping we could get. All 
of the governors present -- and there were six of us at the 
White House — are most appreciative. 

On the whole, I feel that our meetings were very 
useful. ^ The President made it clear that he has not yet 
made up his mind about civil defense, but I believe that 
our discussions with him, together with the memorandum we 
leit him, will assist him in reaching a sound decision. 

You mentioned to us on Monday the fact that you 
might be able to dig out for me a number of facts concerning 
Soviet civil defense activities. This would be very useful 
to us in preparing for the Governors' Conference in June and 
i would be happy to have it. 

Again many thanks for your assistance, and all 
best wishes. 


Sincerely, 


Honorable Allen X-J. Dulles 
Director 

Central Intelligence Agency 
2430 E Street, N.W. 

Washington 25, D. C. 
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